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Propoſals Concerning 29 M 
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| HE 
CHANCER Y: 
VV herein is: ſet forth the Deſires of 


divers welLaftected-Perlons, for the 


> Regulating of the high-Court of Chancery, and 
the Proceedings there; And aboliſhing of 
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ſeverall Fees , Offices and Officers 
thereunto belonging. 


Tendred to the (onſideration of the Honourable | 
(ommittee for Regulating (ourts of Fuſtice, | 


and all others whom it may concern. i 


2 


And publiſhed to the view of the Nation; whereby F 
every well-meaning: Man to the Publique may joyn, 
in all lawfull wayes , for obteyning a 
juit Settlemcnt and Regulation 
of the faid Courxr. 


With a very uſefull Table thereto Annexed. 


LONDON Printed by william Els, and are to bee ſold ©: 

* by George Baager , at his Shop in St, Dan- | 
ſtons Church-yard in Fleet-ſtreer, 

ein, Dom, 165 0. 
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Propoſals concerning the 
' CHANCERY. 


S' God doth diſpoſe. his Goverament by 
7uftice and HMerey, whereof notwirhſtan- 
ding Mercy hath the ſupreme place in' the 

| Lords Tabernacle, as that which was put 
above upon the Arke, wherein were the 
two Tables of Stone, in which the Law 
was written ; To which Sainr Zames allu- 
ding [ 7am: 2. 13.7 faith, That Mercy 

triumpheth over 7udgement : Sothe Princes of this Land, in imi- 

' tation of that Heavenly repreſentation have appointed two ſu- 

preme States of Government ; the one of 7aftice , wherein no- 
_ thing but the ſtrict Lerter of the Law is obſerved ; the other of 

' 'tHMerg, wherein the rigour of the Law is tempered with the 
-ſweetnefle of Equity, which is nothmg elſe but CAercy qualify- 

ing'the ſharpneſle of ?uftice, Naw ip/# enm Leges cupiant wt jure 

regantyr., id off , #t ills facili as benigna interpretations tees- 

Prrentar, tf 

'- The Chancery is of ſuch Antiquity, that it hath beene time out 

-of memory of Man, and of that continuance , that its preſcripti- 
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'@n is as ancient as the Realme , which Cftomxe is of ſo high naturg,. 


-and- authority, - it cannot bee alxzercd or changed without the 
Aurbortity a Parliament;bcing _ preheminency and power 
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ropojalls concerning 


unto it, and is called, Offcina 7uffitie & PVeritats : andis of 
that uſe to the Common> wealth for diſcovery of Fraud, Circum- 
vention, - breach of Truſt, Secreting- and Concealing of Eltates, 
Evidences, , Writings ; for preſervation of the Teſtimony of aged 
Witneſſes 3; For regulating and reſtrayning the rigour and ſtrict. 
nefle of the Common-Law , and for ſupplie: of Reliefe in a juſt 
and <quitable way, wherein the Common-Law is deficterit, and 
for divers other good ends, publique and. generall Purpoſes and 
Advantagestoithe R& publique; that the Common-wealth can- 
not well ſubfiſt without it, _ | | | 
But the Corr, and the end for which it was originally Eſta- 
bliſhed, is fo corrygted and abuſed , by multiplicity of Offices 
and Othcers, th t and vaſt ſummes of Money given for Pla- 
ces and Offices; contrary to the Statute of 2. Ed. 6, The exz- 
ions of great Fees,, and. the great. delaies and Obſtruftions of 


' the ordivary courſe of proceedings, Þrincipally by the ſale of Of- 


fices and Places, ſupplied by corrupt and ignorant Miniſters and 
Officers ; that by length of time, and want of redreſfe, the Char. 
cer) is grown {o infuppartable to the Common-wealth, fo bur- 
thenſome to. the free-born. Subjects of this Realme, and fo 
diladvantageous to | the true labourers therein ; that the 
Subjedt becomes weary of it, and inferiour Clarks and Officers, 
for want of common-right in a due returne of their unwearied 
paines (the fruit thereof being reaped by thoſe Droares who pur-= 
chaſe their 1abours, ; and their owne eaſe and advantage ) that ſuch 
painfull induſtrious men are diſcouraged to continue their ſervice 
and atiendance, and this Court of Chantery which was ſo anci- 
ently famous, and erected-to fo good an end, is like to become a 
meere © Mozopolie to cozen the Sudjedts of their Monies. 
And for as much as in the Reigne of the Kings Majeſty, and 
ſeverall Kings betore,. and even at this preſent time of Parl;ament 
and Reformation , thoſe that were formerly Conttiers or Favo- 


.rites about the King, and now fuch as are Friends or Favorites 


to the Parliament, cither by favour or: purchaſe, have gotten into 
their hands all che-beſt and. cluefelt; Places and Oitices of _ 


— 
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the Chancery. 2 ; 
Truft, Knowledge and Experience in the ſaid Court of Chancery, 
3 thoughvery unskilfull, and every way uncapable thereof, to the 
great hurt and prejudice of the Commonwealth and the free- 
born People of this Nation, and to the great wrong of thoſe that 
have beene bred up and continued all their daies , from their very | 
Infancy in fuch Othces and Places, and thereby attained to ſuch 
Knowledge, Learning and Expericnce in the feverall Conditions 
and Places thereof, as they were only capable of ſach Imploy- 
ments and Places that were wrongfnlly purchaſed by, or unde. 
fervediy beſtowed on others ; which is contrary to the common- 
Right and Freedom of free-born Subjects, and tends to the great 
diſcouragement of all laborious and deſerving men. | 

To the end therefore this, once right honourable' and famous s 
Court may bee refitied and Reformed , and fetled in a way ſute. ; 4 
able to the end for which it was originally Ordained, Wee hum- 
bly Propoſe as followeth. 


\ 


F. HAT hereafter no Place Office or Tmployment be- 
; longing to the ſaid Court, of any degree whatſoever, 
bee bought or ſold ; but that thoſe who have beene bred up and 
trained in any neceſſary Othce or Offices belonging to the faid 
Court'may (according to their antiquity of Continuance and A= 
bilitie ro diſcharge the ſame ) bee preferred too, and placed in 
ſuch Oihces and places, whereby it may bee an incouragement to 
Learning 3nd Virtue, by giving a competent and jult reward to 
thoſe thar aply themſelves to attaine thereto. 

"That in'as much as the ſaid great Othicers, by colour of having 
payed great'fummes of Money for their Places and Otices, and 
by their greatneſſe and power, and want of a ſtrict courſe taken * 
therein - have for a long time taken and exacted from the Subject 
great and vaſt ſummes of money , by way of Fees : By meanes 
whereof ſeverall Suicors in the ſaid Cqurt have ſpent more then 
the value of that they ſued for, to the great grievance and oppreſ= 
Gon of the SubjeR,.* ** 
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Propoſals concerning = 


2, HAT theFees of the aid Court, in the ſeverall OK 

' ces and Places thereof, may bee. abated and reduced to 
ſuch a reaſonable Rate and Allowance, 'that the SubjeR may not. 
bee undone in ſeeking Reliefe forhis owne ; which may beeafily 
done, and many thouſand pounds ſaved to the Subjett, if the firſt, 

* Propoſition bee granted, and thoſe that are ably.bred up, and. 
moſtfir, put into ſuch Place or Office; who undoubtedly wilt 
be contented with leſſe rhen halfe the Fees that arc now payd, and. 
will diſpatch'the SubjeQts buſinefle with more knowledge, dexte-- 
ritic and Judgement. 

That for as much asby.the meanes of ſeverall Projefting and: 
Monopolizing . Perſons , divers Impertinent , Unneceſlary,, 
Chargeable Offices have beene-made and invented, and beſtowed 
on, 'or purchaſed by, ſuch Perſons who have continued and put 
the fame. in execution to their owne valt advantage ;. to the great 
charge and- obſtruction of the SubjeR,. and the hindrance and... 
prejudice of the quick diſpatch and proſecution of their Suits, in 
the ſaid Court of Chancery | 14; 8: 5 ne 


$. T H AT ſach Officers, Offices and Places may bee abſo- 

ſutely aboliſh<d and taken away , and the ſame may bee 

ſupplied in ſome more fit and proper way , lefle chargeable to the- 
Subijc, and of far ſpecdier diſpatch of the bufineſſe, 

That for as much as the unneceflary length of Bills; Anſweres, 
and other Pleadings in the ſaid Court of Chancery , ſtuffed wich 
many impertinencies, Jong and tedious recitalls which might bee 
drawn and expreſſed in farre ſhorter lines, many of them con- 
taining five or fix handred fſheetes of paper, and ſome more, 


_ avhereby the Client is put to unneceſſary great expences, and both 


Court aiid Councell much troubled and puſled ro underſtand the 
fame, or co draw it to any certainty ; and: which doth much re- 
tard the ſpeedy proſecution and hearing of the Cauſe : By 
meanes whereof many cantentious:Perſons, ſome being of great 
wealrh, and others otherwiſe very p_ have overborne-and. 
pearied our many perſons of their juſt Suirs and Cauſes... 

3-5, . Sx re M | 4 That 
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4. T HAT there may bee'ſome courſe taken therein to 2- 

- bridge the unneceſſary length of ſuch Pleadings , and 
reduce the ſame to ſome certaintie, zz, not to contain above one 
hundred leaves of paper at moſt, and that no man may exceede, — 
under a penalric, without Licence of the Court,in Merchants C3- | 
ſes and others of neceſſitie. 2 | 

That by the often miſinformation of Clients Solicitours , 
and Councell by way of motion and Petition , ſeverail Orders 
have beene and are made many times irregularly , which have oc- 
caſioned ſeverall other Motions or Petitions thereon ; infomuch, 
thac in ſeverall Cauſes there hath beene 200. Orders made before 
any poſitive declarative or decreetall Order therin : and fome- 
timesafter-Decrees made upon Afﬀfidavits , informations by Mo- 
tions, or nuneceſſary Bills-&f. Review , the Subjects have beene 
expoſed to intollerable charge , burthen and delay , in the exceſ. 
ſive Fees of Councellours Motions, Sohcitours Fees , Orders, 
and drawing of Orders, Referrences and re-Referrences, Re- 

orts and re-Reports; to the great wrong and difparagement 
of the Court and the diſcouragement of Suitors therein, 


$ T HAT the exceſſive Fees of Councetlours may bee 
reduced to a reaſonable proportion, and no man to 
eve above that rate , upon a great- penalty ; it often times 
falling out chat hee who can:moſt Fee Councellours and Otticers,, 
thrives beſt in his Cauſe though never ſo-unjuſt : And that rinne- 
ceſlary and dilatory Motions and Petitiens may bee avoyded , and * 
the SuÞje&t pur in a ready and quick way, for the hearing of his | 
Cauſe: And that long and tedious Referrences to Maſters of | ! 54 
the - {hancerey- (which have often: produced feverall contrary | 
Reports in the ſame Cauſe and Referrence) may bee avoided. 
and- the Client not burthened with continuall charge and at- 
tendance of . himſelfe , his Councell - and Solicitour, to his ©} 
great delay and charges, which in che end prove offen fruitleſle, Lt 
and rather an occaſion of turther debate and charge to the Par-  F'*R 


tics, then an end of the marrer referred to ſuch Maſters, 
A3 That. 
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- That for as much as ſeverall Tgnorant and Illitterate Perſons 
doe take upon them to bee Sollicicours and followers of Clicnts 
Cauſes, & do take and exaft great Fees & allowances for the ſame, 
ſome of them being either Paxpers,, Tajlors, Weavers , Carpen- 
ters, Foot-poſts-and other perſons of no eſtate or fortune, nor 
ever bred up Clearkes under any Attorney , Clearks or Officers 
in any Court, or admitted in'any Innes of Court or Chancery, 
or any waies capable of ſuch imployment, either in Perſons or E- 
ſtates ; have taken and doe take, ſeverall Sybpenaes, out of Chan- 
cery ; and cauſe many illiterate and ignorant people to bee ſerved 


+: 
- 


therewith cauſleſly and ont of meere vexation, and more to wrelk 


an unjuſt Compoſition ., then for any juſt cauſe of ſuite, which is 
frequently! exerciſed and praQtifed by ſuch perſons, in the Nor- 
thern and Weltern parts, and ih Wald, and other remote places 
from Lo»don, tothe great grievance and oppreſſion of the Sub 
je&s,-and the prejudice of able men, qualified for that imploy- 
ment. t -And moreover ſuch perſons, by profequring and defend-: 
ing of ſuch Suits for the partie Plaintiffe or D-fendaht , by their 
;32norance ,, underhand -dcaling and unskilfullneſle therein, have 
and doe trouble and molelt che Court with frivolous and unne. 
ceflarie Suits,, Motions, and -Irregular-proceedings , andioften 
times are the cauſe of the overthrow of many good Cauſes, which 
by due profecuition might produce good tffects; andneverthelefſe: 
exa@& great and unwarrantable Fees and allowances for the ſame;* 


6. T HAT noPerſon or Perſons whatſoever; under a great 

; penaltie, may bee permitted to take upon them to take 
or ſue forth any writs or Subpenaes,” or to proſecute: or defend 
any Suit in the ſaid Court (other then the partics themſelves ) or 
ro\take any Fees gratuity or-reward for the ſame, other then 
- ſach as have beene bredup or ſerved with, or under ſome Coun- 
cellor, Attorney,' Clarke or able Solicitor for ſeaven yearez be- 
fore; or have 'beene' admitted in one of the Innes of Court or 
Chatncery and: have there [tudied-or praftiſed for the ſpace of 
Kven yearcs:afterTuch their admirrance j ' whereof, and of their 
CA | ſutft- 
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ſafficiencie honeſtie and abillitie to undertake their Clients buſi- 
neſſe, Certitficate ſhall bee made_by their Maſters, and atte- 
ſtedby others of credit, where they have beene educarcd, or from 
the Principall and Rulers of ſuch Innes of Cort or Chancery, and 
other:Perfons of note and Credit, and may take an Oath in pub- 
I:que Court as Attorneys doe in the C ommon-Pleas, and their 
names may be entred with the Regilter of the Chancery, and their 
' Fees aſcertained to avoid exactions. : 

And moreover, that to avoid ſuch vexation of the Su5jc& 
and wreſting and exaQing from them un-due compoſitions and 
ſummes of money upon ſervice of Sxbp#nzs to purchaſe their 
"eaſe and quietneſle, rather then to travell to Lodon from remote 
places to anſwer lirigfous contentious Perſons, of no eſtate or 
fortune, not able to pay fuch coſts and charges as the Court af- 
fowes them. That it bee ordered , That according to the antient 
accuſtomed courſe in Chancery no man ſhall (upon a good penal. 
ty) take fortha Subpena or ine any Defendant therewith before 
a Bill exhibited in Court under ſome Councellours hand , of the 
juſt cauſe of Complaints, wherein hee prayes Proceſle and where. 
upon the ſame is grounded. 

That for as much as ſeverall Perſons ignorant of the courſe, 
practiſe and proceedings in the faid Court of Chancery, and fuch 
. that were not originally trained up Clerkes there, or have pra- 
Riſed Or imployed themſelves in the faid Coprr, whereby to at- 
caine to. the knowledge thereof, in the raigne of the late King 
and ſeverall Kinzs before, eſpecially during the lace times of 270- 
nopolies and Patentees , and other grievous oppreſſionseand in- 
ſupportable Afonopolies impoſed ' upon the Suvjets of this 
Realme, have contrary to command, right and freedome , obtei= 
.ned a moſt grievous and inſufferable Xforopelie, under the notion 
. of a Charter from the King, of the place and places of fix Clarkes 
inthe ſaid Coxrr of Chancery; and a grant therein of ſeverail vaſt 
Fees and allowances from Suitors in the faid Cot, in the pro- 
ceeding of their cauſes , which they have fince, by colour of the 
Maid Patrent or Granr,cxacted from the Su>ject ; and ſtop T _ 
ega 
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| ſegall proſecution of ſich Suitors 5 refuſed to pay the ſame; 
which Pattent or Monopolie they ſay they haye obteined and 


» 


of 2. Eaw.-6. and contraty to Juſtice and common Rigfit : for 
which Charters Fees and exxions, and undue Proceeding, by 
colour thereof, the ſaid ſix Clarkes were queſtioned in the Starre- - 
Chamber , and upon good proofes and examinations readie to 
bee fined and puniſhed, and their Charter nulF'd upon the peti- 
tion of Mr. Sharpe, who was obſtrucked'therein by the {ix Clarkes, 
as is 1magined by rewards, or diſwaded and tooke off Mr. 


4 7 F ' purchaſed with great ſummes of money contrary to the Statute 
24.0: 


Dibly Clerke to the Commiſſioners, and others who hindered . 


and topped the proſecution thereof : And ſince that, the ſaid 
ſix Clerkes have framed and ſet on foofe ſeverall Ordinances 
{under pretence of the good of the SubjeR) fo deltruftive there. 
unto, and to all Clerkes , Pratitioners, Solicitaurs and Snitors 
inthe ſaid Cexrt ; that ſuch a Monopolie and Arbitrary Power 
hath never yer beene attempted by any before in the worſt of 
times, as by the Ordinances themſelves, and the Clerkes Anſwers 
thereunto, and the Petition and proceedings of Mr. Sharpe , here- 
guts annexed appeares ; Which Ordinances the ſaid fix Clerkes, 
 nevertheteſſe , put in execution, three of them being Parliament 


men, affirming they can each of them ingage 100. more Meme | 


bers in Parliament to juſtific and make good their Proceedings, 
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T7 Irft, Whereas the ground and end of their imploymend be. | 


. ing to place no man in any -Clerkes place or other imploy. 
ment in the ſaid Office, but ſuch as had ferved their time with 


a malter Clerke in the faid Office and were able to; write the + 
hand, $kilfoll in making Writs, and of knowledge in the praftiſe 


of the ſajd Office and able to inſtru their Clients and to fol- 

Jow their cauſes , and ſuch as in their former ſervice in the ſaid 

_ had given a -good teſtimony of their honeſtic and good 
avionr, | TE EP 
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condly, To have the care and charge of bundling up, and 

kF filing. the Records of thefaid Office, and to lay up and pre- 
. ſrvgthe ame in good order, whereby they may be in a readinefle 
for ubjefts uſe upon all occaſions, l 47> 


\ 
\ 
; 1 
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EF Hirdly, Thatthey ſhould bee able and skilffull men in the” © __ 
A Making, Drawing and Perufing of all Decrees, ſpeciall- * 4 
Writs, called Maſter-Writts, - and all other formes' of Writs 
ard Proceſle uſed in the faid Court; and upon 'any debate be- 

' - twixtthe Clearks, about the Practife or Proceedings of rhe OF. 

 fice, to bee ableto Regulate the ſame, and to adviſe the Clients 
in their.ſeverall Offices ; and reſolve all their Doubts ; and in 
caſe any matter of irregularity, or undue ifſumg forth of the 
faid *Writts ," or. any other Writrts, or any other Proceedings 

- Which' the ſix-Clearks could nor, fettle-in the Office, That in 
caſe of ahy Order of Referrence, they ſhould bee able to Cer- 
tifie the Lord Keeper or Lord Chancelour of the truth chereof, 

/ andthe dne Courſe and Proceedings in ſuch Caſes, without any 
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_ Tharthe Six-Clearks contrary to the ſaid firſt end of their Pla- 
ces and Imployments, eſpecially in theſe times, have and doe ad- 
mit into places of Praftizing and Writing-Clearks, ſome of their 
owne waiting Tervants, and other ſtrangers that were never 

* bred up of educated in the faid Office, nor did ſerve their time 
- inthe ſaid Office, *or continued their attendance therein ; ſuch as 
"> cannot write or read the hand , nor ofabilitie to nadergoe theiy 
Clients Cauſes, - or to' dire them inthe courſe of the Court ; 

- Some that had lain before in. Newgate, Bridewell, the Gatchouſe 
and other Priſons, for fonle and ignominious Crimes; ſome that _ 

- are grand Malignants and Delinquents, who during the late 
Warres have diſcerted the Parliament and their Places and Im- 

. ploymentsin the aid Court, and went to Oxford and other Gar- 
Tiſons of the Kings, and did there Praftiſe and A, contrary to 
the Otdinances of Parliament ; divers ill-affe&ted Perfons y: 
» "rg the Parliament and Kingdome ; and foie” that have borne 4 $4 
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doe ſtill revile and vilific their, 


 Varlament for he expelling of Papilts, Delinquenrs, Malignants, 
'  &c- ont of the City of Zondex- and. lines of Communicate 


faid Perſons, in contempt thereof, and of the Authority of Tar- 
liament, -bave ill: continued their Reſidence in Longon-: And 


the faid Six-Clearks, though they know the premiſes to bee true, 


- dve ſuffer them to continue their Places and Imployments in the 
-, aid Office, for their-owne ends ; and ſeverall Perſons, -well-af.. 


feRed©o the Parliament and-their proceedings ; ſome who bave 
contirined their attendance here all the late Warres, and written 


' to the great-Seale authorized by Parliament , contrary to the late 
. Kings Proclamations, to. the hazard of their lives.; others that. 
have appeared in Armes and hazarded their lives in the tield;, for 


the Parliament, and thoſe that have other Waies done the Parlia- 
ment good ſervice, are diſcountenanced and keptback from Pla- 
ces and Preferment, in the:ſaid Office, ſome of them having.con- 
fantly ſerved and atrended their imployments forten, twelve, 
fourteene yeeres, and ſome more; having had great ſummes of 


- money given with them,” and are of ſufficient abilities to'perform 


allrhedaties of Clearks, to the great diſcouragement. of the faid 
perſong,andall other laborious and induſtrious perſons in the faid: 
Office;contrary to common-right-and intereſt of freeborne Sub- 
zeas;. contrary to the,feverall Qrdinanges of Parliament,.and the 
truſt in theni.repoled, as Members thereof, and contrary to the 
end and duty of their places and imployments. > 

_ = Thar the ſaid Six-Clearks, contrary to the ſecond duty of their 


© Places. have - not- only. 'negleGted the due Ewan > undling,. 
Ve | 


Filing and Preſerving of the ſaid Records, but have fiffered ſome 
of thern to.bee-ſa/millaid that-they cannot bee foynd when the 
Subject hath uſe thereof; and by admitting into the Office the 
perſons aforeſaid,. and for want of care and due regard had in the 
diſcharge of their Places, have ſuffered many Decrees ,, Bills; An- _ 
ſwers', Copies, and other Pleadings to, bee imbeziled- away and 
Purloyned, by ſuch looſe Perſons as were by them admitted inro 
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the, Office for their owne advant ©, to the prejudice of the 
}Plients , and 'the wrong 'and ſcandall of honeſt _Clarkes 
-the ſaid Office : And the faid fix Clarkes , inftead 


* 
- -1 


filing of the Records and the entries of Writs Proceſſes and 


_ "other Proceedings in the ſaid Court have impoſed upon the _ 


Clarkes a burthen- to enter the ſame in ſo many necdleſle frivo- 
lons places, and in ſuch way and-manner , that thereby the Clarke 
is troubled” and hindred in the diſpatch of his buſineſle, and the 
Client” retarded and put to unneceflary charge : All which is 
.  .meerely for their owne ends, and to raiſe a Gaine and advan» 
| tage to themſelves contrary to the duties of their places. | 
-. That the fix Clarkes contrary to the third end of their places 
and ttadertakings, are neither skillfull in the making framing and 
pennins of any Writs belonging to the faid Court nor able to 
write the hand or reade the fame as they ought to doe, nor have 
any. knowledge in the praQtiſe of the Office and proceedings in 
© the ſaid Court, moſt of them ; till-within this two or three yeares, 
. © When, they obttined their places being meere ſtrangers to the 
Court and imployment they have undertaken ; by meanes where- 
of the faid fix Clarkes upon ſeverall Referrences made to them, 
© have, virrure officij, made ſeverall Reports and Certificates 
contrary to the ancient and uſuall practice 'and proceedings in 
. thefaid Court, and contrary to the knowledge and experience 
of all the ancient Clarkes and praQtitioners in the ſaid Othice; 
ſome of them having prafiſed there thirty or fourty yeares and 
upwards ; by meancs-whereof many Clients have beene not only 
retarded m- their buſineſſe, but alſo put ro unneceflary charges 
and expences and ſome times uxdone, to the diſcouragement of 
all Snirors and all knowing men in the ſaid Office ; ſome of the 
- fix Clarkes having ſeverall times made Certificates againſt their 
 owne Clients, and contrary to truth, out of meere ignorance; 
 andyet nevertficleſſe dge take and exatt great ſummes, and fees 
of money from the Subje&t ; taking three ſhillings foure perice 
fee npon the filing of every Bul _ entring every R_—G 
. of 2 an 
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© of framing a quick and ready.way for the bundling , entring and 
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' andfo forwards threeſhillingsfoure petice every Termetill the 

 - Hearing, under che.notion of an-Attornies Fee ; -. whereas they. 
neither know'norſeethe Client till the hearing of the Cauſgpor - 
deeſo much as adviſe or-in{trut.him (which -indeede ſome; of. 
them cannot)-as other Attornies, in all other Courts doe, and - 
ought todotin the diſcharge. of their Conſciences andthe Duty. 

- ef cheir Plaves; but the Six-Clearke, to: eaſe. themſelves, pur all. - 
the worke upon the Clearks, who: have-not a penny Fee for their. 

| Paines-3 The Six- Clearks take fix..pence a-ſheete, .out. of eight: 

- pents, which the cleark receives;and alloweth him and his clearke. 
but riyo/ pence for a ſheete, for all their paines in copying the 
ſame, and in adviſing, direfting and following the Clients Cauſe, 
and other charge and trouble incident thercunto ; and ſo take 
proportionable and more for-all Writs and Proceedings in the 
faid Court, and yet the Clearke muſt be at the hazard of all miſ- 
rakings and miſpciſions in all buſineſſes ;.in the hazard of recei- 
ving his-monics, and mult pay the Six-Clearke before hee-re- 

- ceives it ,-elſe his Client muſt ſuffer, though two hundred miles 
diſtant ; andhaving given fifty or ſixty pounds, or more, to bee a 
Clarke; ſeryed tenne, twelve yedres, or more,ſhall beat the.pjea- 

 ſureofche Six-Clarke, when, or whether at all ,..hee ſhall have - 
a place t9.pradtiſe ; and when the:Clarke hath purchaſed his free- 
dome to-pradtiſe, at 'a-great rate, and by his indultry and labour - 
obteined-a/fetled courſe. of life, ſhall bee- yet: at the will and 
 pleaſuxe ofthe Six Clarke, and- ſubjeft to: bee turned out of his 
Flace-and.Ruined-for- ever without any. cauſe- or ground for 
th-ſame. _ All which 4s the height of Tyranny and Gapreffion, 
contrary £0 the-coueſe-and cultome of all Ottires, Trades and 
,-and- contrary to the, Right and Freedome of Sub. : 
nereas the S1x- Charkes,, jn..reſpe, of the,paines and la- 
y take in their- ſeverall places ,; and the uſe thereof , doe 
not deferve rwenty pounds per annum; and yet they doe exat 
- from: the. SubjeQ, for pretended Fees.,: by colour -of.the ſaid 
zadircet Charter or. Pattent, two thouſand pounds. per annum _ 

4 pcece., and more,” baving. lately. refuſed of the- Clarkes.,' one 

LT | EO - * thouſand 
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thouſand two: hundred pounds per. 412m a peece, for the pro- 

fits of their Places; and, yer. all they doe A in the Office and 

Court isbut in effec, ro make Entries, and attendance, that their 
> exated Fees benor. unpai | 7 


wgue; | Ws | 
Tothe end that theſe unneceſſary ignorant Officers may bee 


removed, that the Subje&s may have a ſpeedy and quick way 
for the proceeding of their Suits, and the ancient and moſt whol- 


ſome courſt and practiſe of the Court may bee obſerved ,-and 


many thouſands of pounds ſaved out of the great unneceſfary 
Fees, now paid and extorted, and the great ſimmes of mo- 
ney. ( by Delajes and  Irregular-proceedings of the ſaid Six- 
clearks ) expended ; and the Labourers may receive the fruits 
\of their Labour, and the Subjefts the true benefit of their juſt. 
Suits, | es 4 | 


I, . pp, H AT in profequution of the firſt general 

þ *... Headit bee Ordered , That the faid Charter 

| or Pattent of the Six-clearks bee abſolutely 

2 taken away, together withall Fees and ſummes 
'of money which they take by colour thereof ; And that twelve 


- of the ancienteſt, moſt knowing, practiſing-clearks; two out of 


every Office bee choſen by: the major Voices of the Clearks, and 
preſented to the Lord-Keeper, Lord-Chancellour, or Commij- 


_ fioners of the Great-Seale, or Maſter of the Rolls for the time 


being ; tochooſeſix of them to bee Overſeers, or Superintca- 
dents of the {ix ſeveral] Ottices , without any thing to bee paid 
them forthe ſame ; and to have a reaſonable annzall-Stipend for 
their paines in Bundling, Filing, and Keeping of the Re- 
cords ; Ordering and Regulating of the Otfice ; for Attending 
the Court to Informe the Lord-Keeper, Lord-Chancellour, or 
Commiſſioners, of all the proccedings in each Ottice, and 
to fatisfie the Court ofiall Doubts and Variantes in the Oikee, 
and other things requilite to bee done , according to the duty of 
their Places, - 4 | | - 
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© HAT the Office may bee' purged and expun< 
ged of all Strangers and Aliens, and perſons 
| that were not bred up, orlegally admitted, en- 
EE tred and covenanted with their Maſters to live 
in the Office, for a fitting and. competent time, at the leaſt fix 
or ſeaven yeeres ; of all ſuch as were bred 1n other Offices, and 
lately crept into the ſaid Office, by the meanes of the Six-clearks ; 
all Cavaliers, Malignants and Delinquents, and ſuch as have 
diſcerted the Parliament and their imployment , and repaired to, 
and continued in, the King's Garrifons, all ſuch as came not in 
time to London and have not taken the Covenant by the time 
limited by the Ordnance of Parliament, nor ſhewed a Lawfull ex- 
cuſe for their abſence,all ſuch as have born Armes againſt the Par- 
liament , or ated contfary to the Ordinance of Parltament , and 
all ſuch as are Intruders. and indireatly obteyned places in the 
ſaid Office, before theythave. ſerved fix or ſeven yeares with a 
Maſter,or under ſome Clarke in the Office and able for the place: 
may bee all turned 'out of the Office and diſabled to praftiſe or 
write there any longer; and. that ſuch as .are . capable of an 
under-clarkes place may continue therein , but they that are 
uncapable , to have deſerving men put in their Roomes : And the 
Maſter clarkes to bee reduced to the number of twelve in each 
Office, and to bee ſworne Attorneys inrolled and entred for 
practiſing Attorneys, and that they may take none to bee their 
Clarkes but ſuch as they will anſwer for, and that the time of 
their firſt admiſſion in the Othce and the time of their continu. 
ance with their Maſters bee likewiſe enrolled, to the end {after 
the expiration of their time) they may bee preferred to the place 
or places of Attorneys , upqn any vacancte in each Office accor- 
ding to their continuance and ſufficiencie ; and that no Attor=- 
_ neyſhallafter the expiration of his Clarkes time, turne him off, 
or take another in his ſtead beforehze bee preferred to an Ar- 
torneys place, without good and ſufficient cauſe ſhewed of his 
511 behaviour and uncapadlenefle to continue in the ſaid Othice, 
- aiteſted by two or three witneſſes, at leaſt, and the ſame ro bee 
| | ot done 
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done by the Lord Keeper or Lord Chancellour or Mafter of the 

- Roles in the preſence df the Maſter , his Clarke and friend: that 
placed him ;- It' being of late times too frequently praftifed by 
feverall undeſerving Maſters, who have taken money's of their 
Clarkes and turned them off ro the wild World before halfe 
their time expended , without any cauſe , to the great griefe of 
the Parents, and the utter ruine of their lonnes. 

That in as much as the ſaid Six-clarkes out of the reſpek of 
their owne gaines and ends , have tyedand compelled the Clarkes 
to enter al] the Attachments, Proclamations, Commiſſions of 
Rebellion, Rules of day given to anſwer, reply &c. in the houſe 
booke , the Six-Clarkes -and the Regiſters Office , to the treble 
charge of the SubjeR and the like trouble of the Clarke, 


HAT Hereafrer there bee a booke kept by the 
Superintendent Clarke or his Deputy, tyed 
ſafe with chaines and lock'r, to enter the ſame 
duely , and nothing paicd for the entry there- 

of,and the ſame tobeeentred in no other place. | 

For as much as heretofore after full Anſwer come in,the Plain- 
tiffe had libertie ro pur in exceptions to the Defendants Anſiver 
at 2ny time before the cauſe was diſmifſed, which ſome Plaintiffes 
would prolong, till the cauſe would bee ready to bee diſmiſſed, 
of purpoſe to delay the cauſe and prejudice the Defendant, 


. 


IS al a 


HAT The fame Tearme the Anſwer comes in, 
or the firſt day of the next Tearmythe Plaintiffe 
may put in his exception if hee pleaſe, and 

after ſach time to bee barred from any, and 
incaſe the ſame ſhill bee found frivolous, then good coſts allow= 

. ed the Defendant according to a bill of cotts , and the like for the 
Plaintiffe :f they bee good. . | 

| That many Plainriffes have beene put to unneceffary charge to 

$ ſerve Drfendants with Swby#na's to rejoyne ſome of them li- 

' ving farre off ,, and only a Replication of courſe , moſt —_ 
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comes in , the fame mayÞ © ſoone rej y =o to by the party him-. * 


Klfe or ſach as kee intraſts, every man jxre) bound to. 
. attend the Court by himſelfe, his Arcorney Jh gre Eng. 
the ficting of tho Court, 7 


(HAT Hereifier no Defendant hall bee ſer- 
. ved with a Subpena to.rcjoyne,bur upon a ge- 
"nerall or ſpeciall Replication' filed or delivered 
: to the Defendants Clarke ; He, or the Solicitar 
in the cauſe, or the Client, ſhall before the end of that Tearme 


.or within .a fortnight after rejoyne_. thereunto/, and joyne 
in Commiſſion * witheat ay tule/, giving only+.notice to. 
the D-fendints Clarke, and.in cafe. the Defendant will nor. with. / 
in that time rejoyne thereunto nor ſhew good cauſe to. the con- 


trary, then the Plaintiffe-to have a Commiſſion ex Parte; and nei- 
ther Phintiffe nor Defendant.to have any.further or other Com- 
miſſion without-ſpeciall Atfidayit that they bad matcriall wit- 


neſſes which they knew not of before, that were beyond;the Seas 


or were fick , and could not bee examined and then in ſuch or. ' 


_ thelike (caſe the partie on- whoſe behalfe the Afttidavits is made 
ſhall have another Commiſſion retornable. the next Teatrme and 


the other partie to joyne therein , if hee pieaſc, it being the « con- © 
Rant .praQtiſe. of .the- common-Law i in their moſt weightie bu. 
fineſſe as ſoone as they pleade to goe to iflue without any ſervice 
of the partie ,.only notice given to the Attorney on the other ſide, 
which courſe may as well bee uſed'\in . Charcery if the partic 
ther by himflfe, his Solicitor or: Attorney, attend the ſame. 
That for. aſmuch,as both Clicnt and Clarkeare put to much - 
"chars c and trouble to give: .rales. of publication and. to. enter 
the. ame foure* fimes infoure ſeverallplaces, which ſometimes 
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# -by the length of time alloted for that purpoſe, and other times 
{> ghche leaſt miſprifionordlip of the Clarke in entring there- 


_—_ 


of in; thoſe; ſeverall places enforced by the Clarks to their awne 


- advantage; the Client hath becne put to- much trouble , and 


ſometimes occaſions ſeverall motions,as well upon the ifluing due 
_- or undue Commiſſions, as alſo the entring of Rules of publi= 
-cation being only matter. of courſe and formalitie, but now of 
_  Jatebythemeanes of the Six-clarkes,made a meere ſnare, to catch 
each partie and to put them to trouble, charge and delay, = 


HAT It bee ordered , That as ſoone as the 
... Commiſſion is returned and filed with the 
Superintendent Clarke ; that rules of publi- 
| = . cation may paſſe peremptorily within three 
weekes after ,, unlefle upon Afﬀidavit and good ground there bee 
ſafficient- cauſe ſhewed to the contrary, orellſe the Plaintiffes 


-* Sa] 
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eauſe to bee ſet downe for hearing for the next Tearme follow- * 


ing of courſe. 55 

. That anciently the Maſter Clarke of the Chancery, and none 
other., did make all forts of Swbpera's , which were then had at 
_ an-caſy-rate, and were diſpatched by every Clarke with expedi- 
' = tion'according as his Client had uſe thereof ; but during the 
late times of ſoropolies and Patents, the making of Sybpena's 
hath beene- reduced to the hands of three perſons, out of the 
' Office, and the ſame madea particular Office by it ſelfe, by ſome 
Graunt -or-Pattent from the King , who have by coulour thereof 
exacted and-extorted from the Client great Fees for every Subpe 
#:4;fome twoſhillings ſix-pence, ſome three ſhillings,and ſome fix 
 (hillings and eight-pence ; by meanes whereof thoſe that had, and 
- obteyned the-faid Monopolic , have raiſed to themſelves two 
thouſand pounds per am»um a peece, and have forced both Clarke 
. and Client to attend their leiſures, ſometimes a weeke for the 
-. fame; and many times the Clarkes themſelves in the mid'ſt of 
their imployment have beene forced to repaire to this uſurped 
Office and make the ſame hemſive , and pay their full _ 
Mos Mr ye oor os on Al 
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- and: pretended; Fees, for ameere ſtamp thereon. arid afterwards - 

ro fend it to: Weſtminſter tobee ſealed to diſpatch the poore 

' Client, being forced to'ſtay-in Towne ſometimes a-weeketo- 

bit G . waite. theſe genflemens pleaſure to makeit ; and'it many times 

1 . falls, our after the-Client hath waited fo long and travelled one 
hundred or two hundred miles;/ or more, to ſerve: the Defen- 
dants, the: fame hath beene miſtaken, by the haſtineſſe of the- 
Clearke, there being but three that-have ingroſſed the ſame. into- 
their hands," from above threeſcore- and ten that formerly-made- 
the ſame ; to the delay and charge of the Client, the infringe- 
ment of the Rights of theifaid Maſter-clearks;. and'a burthenſome 
charge and trouble to the Conmmun-Wealth, x 


| T H A Tin order to the third generall-Head , it be 


mo 1226 Ordered, That the ſaid Monopolie or Patent bee 
-; > "S  aznted,. together withall Fees thereby accruing, 
' and that all Subpanaes bee henceforth made by. each pratizing 
- Attorney for his Client ; and for preventing of any others to- 
forge or make the ſame, that there bee' a booke kept by the Super- 
intendent-clearke, or his Deputy, by turnes every yeere, for en- 
triesthereof, and ſome reaſonable allowance for the fame, and: 
every Attorney to.-write his owne name on the back 'of the Sab- 
rex, that.it may bee known who made the ſame, and who deals 
in that. cauſe, andthe Client to' pay reaſonable Bees for every. 
Subpana.s. 3 Ig | LI STIR, 
+ Thatin like manner there hath crept in another- Patent or. Mo- 
nopoly called the Afidevit Office, where the Maſter thereof, ang 
his D-puty, enforce the Client to File and Enter Affdavies, and 
rake copies thereof will hee, nill hee, and to, pay-him his owne de- 
\143Þ'F mands for the ſame; whereas the ſame'is crept in as-lately as the 
[4 10TH SubpenaOthce, and of as little uſe, and: of: as" great charge. and 
| 


% 


' trouvieas the other, where! the' Client! mult dance atrendance'ta 
have his effidsvit Entred and Filed, and to have Copies and 
, Certificates thereof, and ſomtimes upon aflip of »a- Entry there 
of, the adverſe party upon z Certificate. of this new.created w_ 
/ «cr 
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— Heer can overthrowe all the Clients Proceedings , and put-him 


ro grievous charge, trouble and delay ; which.is a great grievance 


_- and oppreſſion to the Subject and noi fir to bee continued any 


/ ; 


_ longer.” 


I HAT It bee likewiſe Ordered, That the ſaid 
' Afﬀidavit'Oifice bee taken'away , and that all 
Athdavit before. any Motion or Proceedings 
© thereon, bee filed with the Superintendent 
. Clarke of the Office in good order, and an Alphabet kept there. 
of, and the Attorney of the other ſide to bee acquainted with the 
filing of it , that hee may take off the ſame if hee pleaſe, and make 
a-copie thereof at an cafie and cheape rate for his Client, ard 
afterwards to file the ſame againe in the ſime place , to the end 
1t may remaine upon-Record to bee made uſe of againſt the par- 
tie thar made, ir' in caſe of perjury &c. which will much ezfe 


the Clarke and Client of trouvlc and charge and bee a quick df- 


ſpatch of the buſineſle, 


- jy HAT In Order to the fifth generall head , the 
Ee Fees of Councellours may bee aſcertained and 
| to have a competent tearmely Fee in every 
: cauſe ſutable ro the degree of their calling, 
and none nnder a great penaltie', either direfly or indire&ly to 
take any more Fee in that cauſe that Tearme for any further 
Motion &c. which will bee a good -meanes to avoid thoſe mul- 
titydes of unneceflary Motions ard Qrders, that have for a long 
time berne made in feverall cauſcs by the violent proſecution of 
froubleſome' litigious perſons, ſometimes to the undoing of his 
adverſary, and ſometimes of both. 


HA T No Client or Councellour ſhall m.ifin- 

IO, | forme the Court upon any Motion , nor make 
"any /Motion- in Court before norice in writing 

left with the adverſe partie, his Clarke, Attor- 

C2 ney 


FN |\ \>—Þ — — 


EYE EA) 


=» IV 


” 


— 


F 5 GE CS , 
pO SEN, 52 


% 4 ek : þg *Af « > » Bp 
% a 3 
wy O WM 
@ - 


ney of Solicitour inthe cauſe before, of the time and effect of 
his Motion , to 'the-end the fame me , before Motion, bee re- 
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Purtic may , with his Councell inftw&ed, attend to defend the 

ſame; and that upon ſuch nofice and hearing of Councell on 

- both fides,"the ſame may. bee #/ concluſive Owfder in that cauſe 

- as t& that particulir point then moved , and Owlered, which 

FR $4 will- much avoid the multipicity of O-:ders and bee a likely 
| (51 _- _-Meanes to ſave the'Subjet many thouſand pounds per annum. 


II. HAT No Ower upon- Petition may beegratt- 
#5 ' ed to overthrow or alter any Order made in 
"I open Court, erany Motion er Petition to the 
Maſter ef the Rolles or other Judge , to alter that which, was 
Ordered and ſ(etled by the other ; but to bee done before or in 
the preſence of him that made and granted if, and that in caſg 
of miſinformation by Motion or Pctitien , the-partie :to bee 
ſeverely puniſhed ;. and that noe Petitien (hall, bee preferred 
- er granfed before a copie thereof, greats, firlt delivered'te the 
adyerſe Partie,his Clarkc,Sclicitour or Attorney tn the cauſe,and? 
notice of the times when the ſame is exhibited, tothe end hee 
or they may attend to defend the ſame, which will bee a meanes- 
' to avoid multitude of Petitions and Orders-thereupon ſome-- 
- | FR times (urruptitioufly and itregulagly obteined tothe great abuſe 
Þ '_ "of epartic that gwants it, and he diſhonour of the Court, and 
8 the charge and grievanceof the SubjeR. 


iz, FF" HAT It bee ordeyned , That no, matter ſhall 

| bee referred to Maſters of the Chancery, except 

it b:clong and cedious Accompts betwixt Mer- 

| chants, Factors and Tradeſmen , or fome tedious matter that 
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the Chancery. 
for. ary Reparts ſave only foure-pence for every leafe hee 
drawes or copies for the Client ; and that Maſters may bee or= 
dered to wake thetr Reports pithily and with expedition where- 
by rbe Clients © ay net bee wearjed and undone with delayes 
and expence, 2$ miny have buene by granting new Warrants 
for new daycs, from 11mec totime, to trie who bids moſt for 
his cauſe, and putting the Clients to great charge and expences 
in ſeverzl] attendanc*s , feverall dayes with their Councell, 
Sollicitour and Attorney , and in the end recgive no fruit, but 
ſometimes odteyne Reports quite contrary to the merrits and 


truth of the cauſe , other times, one R::port drawes anothe! Re- 
ferrence, and that a contraditory Report to the former, ai:d 


fo 4d infinitums to the ſcandall cf the Court and the diſcou- 


rsgement of Suitours and juſt cauſes, 
Fer as much as it 1s the generall complaint of many Sui- 


_ tors in the ſaid Court of Charcery , that divers have beene, and 
- uſually are put to divers unneceflary and exceflive charges by 


Repitters , Enterers and Writers of Orders, their Deputies, 


, Clarkes and Agents 1n the ſatd Court z3 and that divers and 


ſundry unneceflary Orders have beene made in the ſaid Ceurt 
and drawne out much longer then is or hath beene neceſlary, 
for the mecre gaines of Officers, troubleſome and burthen= 
ſome both to Court and Councell, and hurtfull and chargea- 
ble to Suitors there , and that there hath beene multitudes 
of tuch Orders made in the ſaid Court ; that divers who have 
given long and tedious attendance before they could gat any 
entries cr Copics thereof to bee made, by reaſon (as it is thought) 


of money or reward given or prcmiſed to Regilterstheir De- 


paties , Clarkes, Servants and Agents to drawc up fuch Or- 
ders {t iRer or to-ſome other ſence then the ſaid Court did truly 
dire& and order, the ſame being carried from Client to Clarke, 
from Clarke to Couneell and altered and changed to their 
owne ſenſe and advantage ; by reaſon whereof, mary good 


'Cauſes have miſcarried and the Client beene put te much charge, 


perplcxity , trouble: and travell to reſort tothe Councell, after 
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 drawne and entered according to the trus.ſcneethereof ; ard 
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whereas it is reperted'that mary others whe have-net under= 
gone {ugh trouble, perplexity and toyle beterethey have prc-- 


_ cured or could procure ſuch orders to bee drawne according 
. . to the true ſence of the Charceldur , Judge 'or Judges, who 


made or pronounced the ſame, have bzene at great charges in 
giving large rewards to ſuch Regiſters their Dcputieser Clarkes 
(who have agitated therein.) And whereas it, is , and hath 
beene gen:rally reported and much complained of , that the 
ſaid Court hath-beene {> nll of buſineſſe that .many - Suitors 
could have- no Proceedings there without great trouble and 
charge, and that divers .bctore"they could have 2n end of their 
Suits there , have ſpent as much or merethen that which they 
have ſued'for there hath beene in value, bcfides theirtrouble 
and perplexitie of minde, for many yeares tugether; and di« 
vers others by fuch obſtrut.ons. have beene .almeſt diſtracted 
in minde, and others utterly andone, and that fome have given 
over and left good cauſes for left, and proc-ededne farther in 


"them, by reafen of the extreame charge and trouble which 


they have -not beene able to undergoe after they have. beene 
brought in and intangled in ſuit in the ſaid Court, and princi- 
pally by the multitude of Orders and the exccſlive charge 
thcreot ai1d trouble occsfioned thereby.; the place of a Maſter 
of the Regiſters Office according to the fees now taken , being 
worth one thouſand five :hundred or two thogſand poynds 
per annum at leaſt, | 


| HAT In purſaance ef the firſt generall head 
13. {© . orPropeſi:on, the now Mafterof the Rogiſters 

Othce together with his Pattent or Grant there- 
'of may bee abſolutely taken.away and difabled to continae. 
ithe ſaid place, or to take or extert ſuch great fees and lummes 
of money of the SubjeR, as formerly hath beerie-done , and 
that there may bce two or more Maſter Regiliers, grate ap- 
£ pointed 
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'—__ ” the Chancery, 


pointed of his. Deputies er ſuch-2$ ware bred in the ſaid Office 

of moſt ancient ſtanding and beſt abilitie to diſcharge the ſame, 

and fo for the future ſuch Clarkes only 35 are or ſhall beebred 

up inthe faid Office upan any vacancy to have the place 
rats, 

And that fuck Regiſters ſhall alwaies attend the Court, 
and enter all Orders in their Bookes or Regiſtry, pithily , as Se- 
condaries dec at the Commen-Pleas 2nd Kingſ-bench , directly 
2ecording to the Sence and D-clsration of the Chanceliour or 


Judge that makes or pronounceth the ſame, and (hill draw the 


{ame Order, ſhortand compendieus accordingly , without any 
r<citall of Copncellours Allezations, former Ocdets, Overturcs 
of the Court and Councell, or incerting the Courecllors Brevi- 
ate and Inſtructions, as m8ny timss they do; to the great charge 
of both Parties, and trouble of the Court and Ceuncell ; That the 
ſame may bee rendred, as neere as may bce, to the Rules and 
Ocders ofthe Common-Law ; for which the Reziſter ſh»ll hive 
scertaine reaſonable allowance, and for every Order, leng and 


ſhort, one with another, and not three ſhillings a fide :s formers 


ly, and that all Entries, Certifictes,, Copies of Orders , &c. 
may bee reduced to the ſame proportion, whereby every man 


may havea competent g2ine, and the Subject eaſed of much 


trouble and expence. 


uſed and taken in the Regul :ting of the Fees 

and Officers of the Examiners Office, the 

Petty-bagg, the Cuiiſtors Othze, and all 
ether Offices belonging to the ſaid Court of Chancery ; that 
Confcience may be uſed 2s well in the Prafkickos the Theorick, 
and that Juſtice may flowelike Rivers of waters, 2nd Righte- 
ouſnefſe may flouriſh ike a Bay-Tree 3 more eſpecially, that 
courſe gay bee taken with the Examiners Office; where the 
Examiner takes two ſhillings and-ſix pence upon the exatnt- 
ning of eve:y Witneſſe, twelve penrcs per Sheete for all Copies; 


| T HAT the like Conrſe and Method may bee 
T4. 
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ten ſhillings for bare Examination. of avy-old Recerd to beg 

ſed in any Court for matter of evidence, and divers other in- 
tollerable fees and\.exaftions; And whereas 2ll- Records 


Je&, and the pretence for which the examinors take their vaſt 
fees; is under collour thereof ; yet the 121d examiners their 
Clarkes and Deputies , will not permit the Subje& in their 
- preſence. to reador view, ortoheareread any Record in their 
Offices, though they have beene: proffered ar very large confi- 
deration for their paines therein , but tie the Subjz& to take 
Copies ſometimes of two hundred or three hundred ſheetes 
of paper;, and pay af:er twelve-pence pey ſheete for the ſame, 


out afterwards that no part thereof, and ſometimes but two 
or three 'ſheetes thereof 15 needfull oruſefull for the Subjects 
purpoſe , wich is a great grievance ts the SubjeR and contrary 
tothe duty. of their places, and the end of their imployment, 
and the Liberty of the Subjet : As alſo for the aboliſhing 
of Fines paid on the ifluing forth of Originall Writs, to the 
great oppreſſion. of the Subjet, and for taking away the Fee 
upon damage Cleare, 
- For a1 muck as a great deale of Money, Treable and At- 
tendance is nſed in the obteyning of 1»jun ion; upon Artach- 
wests, Or upon D edewre Pore. till Anſwere, &c, Tvjwn- 
fiions for Pofleſton; Commiſfiion ta Pleads, Anſwere or 
| | Damurrerz Dedimus Potefiat ; Referrences to Maſters, 2nd 
thelike, bþciog all but matter of Forme and Courſe, and never 
detiicd upou Motion, | 


; $114 | 'HAT the ſuperintendent Clexrkes in each of- 
T5, 


| fice, wheretho Canſe depends, fhall Grange 
RY: | «4,  endpaſſe ull theſe of Courſe, znd put Hands 
40.[ INE therennto, without any Reward for the fams, 20d withputany 
a1 | oh Attendance on the Lord Keepcror Lerd Chancellour, to get the 
i 08h | fame Signed, as formerly z which will svoid much tronble and 


ſhould bee at all times ready for the uſe and benefit of the Sub- - 


for their owne gaines and advantage : whereas it. may fall. 


charge 


w_ 


Wert: the Chancery, * 


charge to the Pcople, and will much eaſe them in the diſpatch 
of their buſinefle, and abate the great Fees payed for the ſame ; 
ſuch} Motions, Attendance, Signiture, and the like, being meere 
ceremonies; and: rather made to draw Fees and gaines to ſeverall 
impertinent Officers, then any advantage to cither partie, Flain- 
tiffe or Defendant. | 
For as much as a great deale of money is ſpent by Petitions, 
Motions, Orders, Referrences, Re-referrenees, and Orders upon 
Orders, m:de concerning the undue or irregular proceedings and 
entries in the ſaid Office; the Client being put to the charge of 
Councellors Fees, to move to draw the Order, to procure a 
Warrant to attend the Referrence, to Fee Councell and Attor- 
ney to attend the ſame, and long attendance to get a Certificate ; 
then again' to bee at the charge of a Motion in Court, to have it 
confirmed, and further order therein : by meanes whereof, many 
have beene long delayed, and ſp:nt much Monzyes ; and all the 
matter in varience. meerely, in point of practiſe betwixt the 
Clarkes. '' » 


' IG, 'E: HAT It bee Ordeyned, That the foure Superin. 
| rendent Cla:kes, not rowards the Cauſe upon com- 
plaint made to them in this behalfe, ſhall grant a note of ſummons 
under their hands, to the partie complaii ing, to fummon the 
other partie and his Clarke to attend the Referrence, and to de- 
liver the Partie, his Clarke or Solicitor his exceptions, vr cauſe of 
complaint, in writing, whereby to attend to defend the ſame, at 
the time appointed for that purpoſe, in caſe the partics and their 
Clarkes cannot in the interim reconcile and end the ſame ; But 
in caſe of failer thereof, the Superintei:dent Clarke; aforeſaid 
to heare and end the ſame, and make their order therein, and tax 
coſts to either partie agrieved, as they ſee cauſe, which will much 
caſe the Court, and avoid delay and expences. 
.--.- That in as much as divers litigious perſons, and others of great 
- Wealth and abilitie, doe _ ſeverall Bilies of purpole to 
| ; Ve 
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- -. vexand moleſt the parties Defendant, end divers times the De- 
- fendane; before the cauſe comes to bearing, hathezpended 5; or, 

** > 6o0.l: fomerimbs 1600.1, ſomerimts'more; and yet at the hea- 
ring, though the Bill bee diſmiſſed, hath little or no cofts allowed. 
bit; or them y and: {o on 'the+ other fide,” when Phaintiffes have 
beene put, to. great charge, to bring their cauſe to heaxing, by the | 


Was vc 82+ A'T Hereafter both Plaintiffe and Defendant, 
in caſe of a decree for the one, or diſmiſlion for the 
other, ſhall have their coſts allowed. according to a Bill of coſts. 
taxed by the Superintendent Clarkes, not towards the Cauſe. 
That in reſpe&t of-the ſmall chargesallowed to bee pay'd for 
contempts of the Court, and the want of due puniſhment of 
the contemners thereof, the Court is very often abuſed and vili- 
fied, and_the Suitors much delayed and prejudiced , the coſts 
upon contempts being nothing neere ſo. mach as the Client is. 
out of Purſe. | hz wee 42ff; 


F 
wv 


18, PPHAT thecofts bee raiſed, and'a certaine Fine lay'd 
2, on every ſeveral! contempr, 'according to the, na- 
ture thereof, and one/halfe to goe to the Proſecutor, andthe. 
orker to the Poore- of the Pariſh; where the Partic am contempt 
lives. SS + | poreg es "ES 


19, HAT For the perfeQing/'of theſe ſeverall.Propo- 
T /alls, and reRtifying 'of the abuſes herein: befor re- 
cited.; There may bee ſome Perſons, well affected noe Pup 
| , que, 
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"3 0p IE The Stechwicaffe Py "he 4; per annum 
ME TER Grp bes 4 Feet, and upwards, 


OK oth of Bills, Ankeeres and other Pleadings, for ejory, 
i: Bognor fifceene lincs) © — per fol. 
For every. Attachm:nc wich Proclamation aud the Seale. 
© For every Commitlion of Rebz1lion, beſides the Hamper, Signiure, 1 þ 
- Entry, Intollmen and other Fees r—__— 
For evcry Dedimu Poteftat, 
ver) y ingrovd- Bill, formerly therewas paid ro the Clarke s. &. pa fol "a 
= ( maine and only ſubliſtence hee had ro liveupon , which if rak n away 
lerke can fubift withour a confirmation otthis Table and an advancing 
c "Fee of Ie Pedimus Potefiat. wh'ch in the Chequer is 18.5./4.d. and \ 
.- the ingres'd Bill By for neycnhelcflc, and may. upon tbe «ſtabliſhing this | 
_ Table 3 reduced to 4.d. per fal. or lefle, or abſolutely abolthed, ſo the 
" Dedimus Fee bee raiſed accordingly. | 
| TO 6 W-enefſes, - SIR Y OR Wha 
ry Wricof Exccittion of an Otder of Court, - —— 
*Fordrawing and iorotling every Decree, and*every Diſmifſion, formerly 1. @ 
Eve, but Ffarre b=ner. if I z qa; BACY fol- Erawing and- zroll; ing, which I 
7:4 certaine and ind. Ecrene way tor the Clarke and Client, anjnat in- 4 
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t of Execution of a Decree: "per " Shinne - © "F 
p44 ificacion ofa Record, Shih comes bur " Phang per sfime ct 


be -  .Fordra) dingroiling every, InjenRion beſkles S! goicure,, Inrolling and 

ED fo: ES, which may bce ſpared. os, : » nb 7 

Be fee Fe r every Superſtdeas, Cerciorar. Proc! den Habeas Corpus, and ſuch qherſ L- 
& | wo | P call Wrirs, x, hh bayyes bur ſeldome, b-fides Signiture. ' © F —5 
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For every 9 het 5s > xs "FibeCourr: N ras 
; Darden every Caſe while kris Depending | in Courr (though nothing done by him 
'_ _ for it) every Icrme, | — — a 
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Cauſes and ſþ me them many 'a ſolicitos Fee, now payed, E*] 


The Fees of the Inrollment- Office ( worth 1000.1. perani. andupward) 
demanded by the Six-Clearks, and three Ars, of the Petti-bag, by 
colour of a Patent or Charfer from the King, 


OR every Roll. TIES —_— 
For every Recognizance Þ— 
For every Exemplification 5 pe? shinne —— =_ 
For every Scire Focias. | — — 
For every Cancell.tion. _ \_ — _— 
For every Dedimns Poteſtat. — cn 
For every Copy of Indencure or Recognizance. ._  pey [herete — 
2H For every ſcarch in old Bookes. DOR RS gs 
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| nothing, 


cient reward, and may amount to 4 0? yoo.l. per annum, at leaft, and wil ſþxre the Common--vealth G in a due, 
diſpaich of this ir buftneſſe) many tho:ſand pounds 2 if but two Super tntendeut C'arkes bee appmnted, which really 7 
the 3-5. 4- d. will bee more then ſufficient for them, and may bye divided betwixt them and the Clu be Ss, 0 Atto; ney: 
indeed is the beſt way, and wilt bee a good enco uragement for the praftiſing Attorneys ow caled prefiiſing clock ) 
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cb Superintendent ' Clathe 
s the + fo- keeping filing the Re- 
h bat? \| cords and attending the 
ung, | Cantio certifie them of 
| *£ "heproceedrngs of the 
-l Office, will bee a (uſji- 
| due, 74Th, regular and cheap 
realy wit bee juſficient, then 
Atto:neys ineach Office, which 
-larkes) to manage their Clients 


p little. what wil Yhat wil 
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C*J] The ſeverall Labours,, Troubles Tand Ex- 
pences of th: Clearks in the Six-Clearks Office , 
for which { by the preſent Table of Fees, or from 
the Six-Clearks) they have nocertain.Fee or alowance at 
all. (though they were formerly rewarded, by their Pre- 
decefſors , with Chamber-rent and Dutt ) Tendred to 
the Conſideration of the honourable-Committee, for 

ſuch al:avance there as to their Fudgements ſhall 
ſeem meete. | 


1. "HE beſpeiking ofall Subpzraes, of what na- 
| | ture or qualitie ſoever they be. 
2. June Filing ot all Bills, and Bundiing of all Re- 
cords, and entring of them, 
. 3- Thewayting on the Regiſter , 'for drawing up co- 
pics of Orders, and to aſſiſt the Clicnttherein. . 
4. The attending opon the Maſters, to fee the De- 
fendants ſworne, andall other Oarhes taken by them. 
5. The anſwering and direQing of all Clients, as to 
the merrits of the Cauſe, and all other Proceedings. 
6. Thejmaking of all Biils of Coſts, and ſeeing them 
enters hoon TGT: 


| fer, and ſeeing them Entred.in the Houſe-book. | 
7. Theentring of all Attachmemts inthe Houſe- book, 


the Six-Clearks- book, and the Regiſter. ae 
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